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 Christopher Mackie 
Executive Director at CollaborationSource 
Greater New York City Area, Information Technology and 
Services 

 

Current 

CollaborationSource, Fractured Atlas,  
rSmart 

Previous 

Open Health Tools, Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, Princeton University 

Education Princeton University  

Summary 

I work to create self-sustaining, global-scale, collaborative, open-licensed projects that help 
nonprofits--including NGOs and government agencies--to substantially improve their mission-
performance. I have been involved with guiding nearly two-dozen such projects toward and into 
fully self-sustaining status, in fields including the arts, conservation, cultural heritage (libraries, 
museums, and historical societies), economic development, education, health, the humanities, 
and social services. Our projects are distinctive among charitable initiatives in that they achieve 
exceptional scale and sustainability (most operate globally; all are self-sustaining), enabling 
them to deliver extraordinary social impact and achieve social transformations previously 
thought impossible. They change lives, create jobs, and improve social justice outcomes. 
Perhaps most importantly, they are force-multipliers: they reliably improve the abilities of their 
nonprofit participants to pursue their own missions more effectively. 
 
Specialties: open-source software, open technology, open educational resources, technology 
strategic planning, open health IT, libraries, cultural heritage, wildlife conservation, uPortal, 
Sakai, Kuali, KFS, Kuali Student, Kuali Coeus, Kuali OLE, OpenCast, CollectionSpace, 
ConservationSpace, ResearchSpace, Zotero, Sophie, Visual Understanding Environment, VUE, 
FEDORA, DuraSpace, Zotero, Project Bamboo, Project Audience, Artful.ly, ArtsReady, FLUID, 
SEASR, SMART, Kaleidoscope, Mindspring 

Experience 

Executive Director 
CollaborationSource 
January 2011 – Present (3 years 1 month) 
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CollaborationSource is a startup 501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides kickstart funding and an 
effective success-strategy to groups of nonprofits for open-source IT projects that achieve large 
social impact, using an innovative model called ‘community sourcing’. 

 

Member, Board of Trustees 
Fractured Atlas 
October 2010 – Present (3 years 4 months) 

From the Web site: "Fractured Atlas is a non-profit organization that serves a 
national community of artists and arts organizations. Our programs and services facilitate the 
creation of art by offering vital support to the artists who produce it. We help artists and arts 
organizations function more effectively as businesses by providing access to funding, 
healthcare, education, and more, all in a context that honors their individuality and independent 
spirit. By nurturing today's talented but underrepresented voices, we hope to foster a dynamic 
and diverse cultural landscape of tomorrow." http://www.fracturedatlas.org 

 

Member, Board of Directors 
rSmart 
July 2010 – Present (3 years 7 months) 

From the rSmart Web site: "rSmart is different. We don’t build software. We make the software 
built by higher education very friendly, and then we do a tremendous job supporting you to use 
it." http://www.rsmart.com 

 

Technology Adviser, Vital Signs Program 
Gulf of Maine Research Institute 
October 2007 – Present (6 years 4 months) 

Vital Signs links 7th and 8th grade students and scientists in the rigorous 
collection and analysis of essential environmental data across freshwater and coastal 
ecosystems. Innovative technology, relevant content, and critical partnerships create an 
authentic science learning experience for students, a distributed data gathering network for 
scientists, and a statewide community of teachers, students, and scientists collaborating to learn 
about and steward the Gulf of Maine watershed. http://www.gmri.org/education/vitalsigns.asp 

Executive Vice-President and Chief Innovation Officer 
Open Health Tools 
2010 – 2011 (1 year) 

OHT acts as the sinew of a worldwide community of government agencies, commercial solution 
providers, philanthropies, and nonprofit organizations working together to bring open-licensed 
health delivery IT to 40% of the world's population over the next three years. I led the 
development of OHT's strategy and long-term priorities. I also guided OHT’s efforts to engage 
with, coordinate, and facilitate open healthcare technology projects that align with our mission 
and principles. 
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Associate Program Officer, Program in Research in Information Technology 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
May 2006 – January 2010 (3 years 9 months) 

Grantmaker and strategist for one of the largest private-philanthropic funders of open-source 
software development in the world, operating on a modified venture-philanthropic model, with a 
strong emphasis on project sustainability and on direct, measurable benefit to Mellon's core 
constituencies: the arts and humanities in higher education; research libraries; museum 
conservation science; performing arts; and conservation biology. Some of the larger projects we 
have supported include: Sakai (www.sakaiproject.org); the Kuali suite (financials, research 
administration, student information systems: www.kuali.org); FLUID (www.fluidproject.org); 
SEASR (www.seasr.org); the FEDORA repository system (www.duraspace.org); and Zotero 
(www.zotero.org). 

 

Researcher, Instructor, Higher Education Administrator 
Princeton University 
1999 – 2006 (7 years) 
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Christopher J. Mackie, Ph.D 

rSmart Board of Directors 

Christopher J. Mackie, Ph.D. is a technology professional with more than 20 years of 
leadership, management, philanthropic, and consulting experience in the for-profit and nonprofit 
sectors, including: education; healthcare; information technology; libraries; museums; the arts; 
and environmental protection. 

Chris has been a technology change-agent throughout his career. After college, he participated 
in a series of startup ventures in healthcare and information technology. He then returned to 
graduate school in order to study policy making and leadership in higher education, as part of a 
successful transition to the nonprofit sector. While a graduate student, he also served as a 
consultant, researcher, and evaluator for state-level educational policy and regulatory agencies. 

Most recently, Chris served as a program officer for the Program in Research in Information 
Technology (RIT) at The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. RIT’s mission was to support the 
development of information technology infrastructure and applications aligned with the nonprofit 
missions of Mellon’s grantees in higher education, libraries, museums, arts organizations, and 
environmental conservation. At Mellon, Chris helped to guide more than a dozen global-scale, 
collaborative, open-source software projects—including Sakai and Kuali—toward and into 
wholly self-sustaining status. 

Chris has consulted with a wide range of domestic and international nonprofits and NGOs on 
strategic technology planning, organizational design, leadership development, and institutional 
advancement. He serves on the Boardor as technology adviser to several nonprofit and for-
profit ventures. A published scholar on education, energy, healthcare, and information 
technology policy, and a sought-after speaker on topics such as cyberinfrastructure, technology 
policy, technology strategy, and technology funding, he holds an A.B in International Studies 
from the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill, an M.Ed. in higher education policy from the 
University of Michigan, and an M.P.P. and Ph.D. in International and Public Affairs from 
Princeton University. He lives in Princeton, NJ and New York City. 



Christopher	J.	Mackie,	Ph.D.,	has	more	than	20	years	of	research,	teaching,	leadership,	
management,	philanthropic,	and	consulting	experience	in	nonprofits,	philanthropy,	and	
academia.	He	is	Executive	Director	of	CollaborationSource,	a	nonprofit	organization	that	
facilitates	sustainable,	large‐scale,	collaborative	solutions	to	public‐sector	social	challenges	
in	fields	including	education,	healthcare,	and	wildlife	conservation.	Chris	participated	in	
the	design	of	Project	Kaleidoscope,	and	is	facilitating	the	launch	of	the	Mindspring	
Initiative,	both	projects	focusing	on	open	educational	resources	(OER).		
	
Before	founding	CollaborationSource,	Chris	was	a	program	officer	at	The	Andrew	W.	
Mellon	Foundation.	He	is	an	award‐winning	higher	education	administrator,	teacher,	and	
researcher,	and	formal	and	informal	adviser	to	some	of	the	world’s	leading	philanthropies.	
He	holds	an	A.B.	in	International	Studies	from	UNC‐Chapel	Hill,	an	M.Ed.	from	the	
University	of	Michigan,	and	an	M.P.P.	and	Ph.D.	in	International	and	Public	Affairs	from	
Princeton	University.	
	
Christopher	J.	Mackie,	Ph.D.	
cjmackie@collaborationsource.org	
	
For	more	information	about	Mindspring,	visit	http://www.mindspringinitiative.org.	
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At CollaborationSource, we help nonprofits, NGOs, and government 
agencies to transform themselves and their environments to accomplish 
their missions, by collaborating on the development of high-performing 
information technologies using a methodology called community sourcing. 

Over the last 10 years, our team has initiated and supported community 
sourcing projects benefitting thousands of nonprofits worldwide, serving 
tens of millions of people daily, and delivering hundreds of millions of 
dollars in economic and social benefits. 

For more information about CollaborationSource or to inquire about our 
services, please contact us [www.collaborationsource.org/contact.html]. 
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MISSION 

CollaborationSource helps mission-driven organizations* to organize 
themselves to solve together the mission-critical business problems that 
they have found difficult or impossible to solve when acting independently, 
by collaboratively designing, building, owning, governing, and sustaining 
open-licensed, mission-aligned information technologies. 

* Mission-driven organizations = nonprofits, NGOs, government agencies 

 

VISION 
  

CollaborationSource works to achieve a world where mission-driven 
organizations: 

• Use mission-aligned information technology to achieve their 
missions at high levels of performance, enhancing the 
organization's agility, self-determination, and sustainability 

• Collaborate effectively to pursue shared solutions to shared 
opportunities and challenges 

• Use collaborative approaches to overcome previously intractable, 
large-scale social problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The Internal Revenue Service lists 11 503(c) organizations that begin with the characters 
“collaboration.” But at this time CollaborationSource and Collaboration Source were not 
included. 

Similarly Guidestart does not have any IRS 990 listing for either organization name. 
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Registration for collaborationsource.org 

Registry Registrant ID: CR69272161 
Registrant Name: Registration Private 
Registrant Organization: Domains By Proxy, LLC 
Registrant Street: DomainsByProxy.com 
Registrant Street: 14747 N Northsight Blvd Suite 111, PMB 309 
Registrant City: Scottsdale 
Registrant State/Province: Arizona 
Registrant Postal Code: 85260 
Registrant Country: United States 
Registrant Phone: +1.4806242599 
Registrant Phone Ext: 
Registrant Fax: +1.4806242598 
Registrant Fax Ext: 
Registrant Email: COLLABORATIONSOURCE.ORG@domainsbyproxy.com 
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Trace Rooute 173.201.243.128 

 

Hop Min Max Avg IP address Host Geo Information 

1 0.114 
ms 

0.149 
ms 

0.131 
ms 

70.59.126.222 gw1.w3open.com 
United 

States, Saint 
Paul 

2 
24.211 

ms 
24.370 

ms 
24.270 

ms 207.225.140.58 
mpls-dsl-
gw58.mpls.qwest.net 

United 
States, Denver 

3 
23.959 

ms 
24.101 

ms 
24.016 

ms 75.168.229.201 
mpls-
agw1.inet.qwest.net 

United 
States, 
Minneapolis 

4 70.315 
ms 

70.789 
ms 

70.560 
ms 

205.171.12.146 phn-edge-
06.inet.qwest.net 

United 
States, - 

5 70.528 
ms 

71.027 
ms 

70.854 
ms 

63.234.235.102 63-234-235-
102.dia.static.qwest.net 

United 
States, Phoenix 

6 70.682 
ms 

71.980 
ms 

71.199 
ms 

184.168.0.69 be38.trmc0215-
01.ars.mgmt.phx3.gdg 

United 
States, 
Scottsdale 

7 70.882 
ms 

72.807 
ms 

72.155 
ms 

184.168.0.69 be38.trmc0215-
01.ars.mgmt.phx3.gdg 

United 
States, 
Scottsdale 

8 * * * 
   

8 * * * 
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