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DRAFT SUMMARY 
 
Second Experts Meeting on an International Database/portal of Recognised Higher Education 

Institutions 
30 June 2004 – UNESCO, Paris 

 
The second experts meeting on an international database/portal was convened on 30 June 2004 at 
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris. (List of participants attached.) The purpose of the meeting was to 
prepare a proposal of the international database/portal on recognised higher education institutions for 
the second drafting session on 14-15 October 2004. It focused mainly on the four issues that were 
identified as follow up tasks at the previous meeting on 7 April 2004. These issues are: 
  

(1) Which types of higher education institutions should be included in the database/portal? To 
which extent should this be left up to countries? 

 
(2) Recommendations for the types of quality assurance mechanisms that would allow for an 

institution to be listed in the country list. 
 
(3) In several countries it is not institutions but programmes which are being recognised. How can 

this issue be tackled in the database/portal when combining a list of institutions/programmes 
that has been quality assured/accredited/recognised and information on by whom?  

 
(4) What kind of information could be included maybe in a second phase (information on countries 

quality assurance/accreditation systems, student guidelines, possible information on the 
academic recognition centres) as supplementary information to the database/portal?  

 
 
(1)Types of higher education institutions 
 
•  Some participants suggested to use ISCED (International Standard Classification of education) 1997 

as a common structure on categorising the types of higher education institutions. Others suggested 
that the structure should be left to each country to describe its own categories.  

•  There was a discussion on whether the information should be limited to higher education institutions 
or if all post-secondary education institutions should be included.  

•  The need to think what the users of the database/portal want when making the decision was stressed. 
•  It was agreed that the main challenge is how to take into account the diversity of higher education 

systems and maintaining a common structure of the database/portal. 
•  It was agreed that there is a need for access to a description of domestic higher education systems 

that supplements the list of recognised higher education institutions in order to accommodate the 
diversity of domestic systems. 

 
 
(2) Types of quality assurance mechanisms that allows an institution to be listed 
 
•  It was pointed out that we need to consider the consequence of quality assurance mechanisms (in 

terms of degree-granting power, access to funding, etc.) when we discuss the types of quality 
assurance mechanisms that allows an institution to be listed in the international database/portal.  

•  Some suggested that the line could be drawn depending on whether or not an institution is legislated. 
•  Some stressed the need to know what kind of information students are looking for.  
•  Some suggested that the database/portal could serve as a guide to what kind of information students 

should seek for and from which source, including a list of questions that students could ask 
themselves when enrolling in a programme. 
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(3) Institutions or programmes 
 
•  The difficulty of keeping the database up-to-date if we decide to include information at the 

programme level was stressed.  
•  Some suggested that the database should provide information at the institution level. However, that 

this should be supplemented by a list of questions that students should ask, which will lead them to 
seek information at the programme level from another source.  

•  Some suggested that it depends on the domestic recognition mechanism. If the domestic system of 
recognition is done at the institution level, the information should be provided at the institution level. 
If the domestic system of recognition is conducted at the programme level, the information should 
be provided at programme level. 

•  The need for a mechanism to assure the reliability of information included in the database/portal was 
raised. 

 
 
(4) Supplementary information 
 
•  There was a consensus that at least in the longer term, supplementary information to the list of 

recognised institutions is necessary.  
•  The need for appropriate human resources to manage all the information was stressed. 
•  During the discussion, two possibilities were suggested:  

o to aim for an international database of recognised higher education institutions with 
supplementary information 

o to aim for an international information platform that provides broad information rather 
than a database 

•  Some suggested to create a stand-alone website or an effort to ensure that the information is not 
buried in all other information was mentioned. At the same time, the need to make it clear that the 
database/portal is managed by UNESCO in order to maintain its legitimacy was stressed.  

 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 
 
•  It was agreed that further discussion is needed to clarify the scope and content of the international 

database/portal on recognised higher education institutions. 
•  A possibility to have a process of dialogue between countries to have a common understanding of 

the structure of the database/portal was suggested. 
•  It was agreed that for the Tokyo meeting, a proposal including several options on the scope of and 

the steps of a process to establish an international database/portal will be prepared. 
•  Some participants mentioned the need to clarify the purpose and the target of the international 

database/portal. 
•  Several participants referred to the need for further understanding of the students’ and the 

employers’ needs. 
•  A draft proposal with at least three optional strategies will be prepared by the Secretariats taking into 

account the discussion at the meeting by the beginning of September 2004 and will be circulated to 
the experts for their comments.  

•  The revised proposal taking into account experts comments, to be discussed at the Tokyo 
drafting meeting will be circulated to all the participants of the drafting meeting by mid 
September 2004.  
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