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RnBXclusive music file sharing site shut down 
Website is shut down and man is arrested amid signs of crackdown on illegal music downloading 
in Britain  

Press Association  
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 15 February 2012 17.59 GMT  

 

The Serious Organised Crime Agency said most music files on RnBXclusive were 
stolen. Photograph: Alen Ajan/Getty Images/Flickr RM 

 

The UK music filesharing site RnBXclusive has been shut down and a man has been arrested 
amid signs that organised crime officers are cracking down on illegal downloading in Britain. 

The domain name rnbxclusive.com was taken over by the Serious Organised Crime Agency 
(Soca), which warned users they may have committed a criminal offence. 

In a message on the site, the agency said the majority of music files that the domain made 
available "were stolen from the artists" and those who downloaded them could face up to 10 
years in jail and an unlimited fine. 

It said: "Soca has the capability to monitor and investigate you and can inform your internet 
service provider of these infringements. You may be liable for prosecution and the fact that you 
have received this message does not preclude you from prosecution. 
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"As a result of illegal downloads, young, emerging artists may have had their careers damaged. 
If you have illegally downloaded music, you will have damaged the future of the music 
industry." 

Rnbxclusive.com offered users R&B and hip-hop songs and billed itself as "dedicated in 
bringing you the latest and hottest music around since 2008". 

Almost 10,000 urban music fans followed it on Twitter, where users expressed shock and 
concern at the news. 

A tweet from ShaRelle said: "Damn they got RnBExclusive.com [sic] too", while another user, 
called m., said: "They have people's IP addresses and everything!" 

Links to songs on the RnBXclusive Twitter feed were inactive. 

A Soca spokesman said: "We can confirm that Soca has taken action against the 
http://www.rnbxclusive.com domain name following a criminal investigation. One individual has 
been arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to defraud. 

"Soca targets organised criminal enterprises profiting from the exploitation of the UK public and 
legitimate businesses. 

"Much of the music offered for download by the rnbxclusive.com website was illegally obtained 
from artists, leading the industry to attribute losses of approximately £15m per year to the site's 
activity. 

"Members of the public can become facilitators of organised crime by obtaining property or 
services from its perpetrators. 

"Soca is committed to raising awareness of this threat, its potential consequences, and the steps 
people can take to avoid involvement." 

Last month the filesharing website Megaupload was shut down over US accusations that it 
facilitated millions of illegal downloads of films, music and other content, costing copyright 
holders at least $300m in lost revenue. 

Its founder, Kim Dotcom, and three employees were arrested and brought before the courts in 
New Zealand. 
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