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European Patent Office (EU)

 �The European Patent Office (EPO) grants 
European patents for the contracting states to the 
European Patent Convention (EPC), which was 
signed in Munich on 5 October 1973 and entered 
into force on 7 October 1977. It is the executive arm 
of the European Patent Organisation, an 
intergovernmental body set up under the EPC, 
whose members are the EPC contracting states. The 
activities of the EPO are supervised by the
Organisation�s Administrative Council, composed of 
delegates from the contracting states.�

 From www.european-patent-
office.org/epo/pubs/brochure/general/e/epo_general.htm,
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