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The European Commission (EU)

 �The European Commission is a politically 
independent collegial institution which embodies 
and defends the general interests of the European 
Union. Its virtually exclusive right of initiative in 
the field of legislation makes it the driving force of 
European integration. It prepares and then 
implements the legislative instruments adopted by 
the Council and the European Parliament in 
connection with Community policies.�

 �The Commission � is responsible for planning and 
implementing common policies, executing the 
budget and managing Community programmes. As 
�guardian of the Treaties,� it also ensures that 
European law is applied.�
 From europa.eu.int/scadplus/glossary/european_commission_en.htm, 21 July 2005
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