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Should Technologists Be Responsible for Misuses of Their 
Products and Services? 

March 27, 2006 - 4:00PM to 6:00PM 

University Computer Policy and Law presents... 

Pamela Samuelson 

Richard M. Sherman '74 Distinguished Professor of Law and Information, University of 
California at Berkeley 

Should Technologists Be Responsible for Misuses of Their Products and Services? 

MGM recently argued to the Supreme Court that Grokster should be liable for copyright 
infringement because the primary use of its technology was to engage in copyright 
infringement. Although the Supreme Court did not agree with MGM, it did say that 
technical design might be relevant to liability if there was other evidence that a firm had 
induced infringement. This talk will consider the pros and cons of considering technical 
design as a basis for liability for third-party misuses of technology, not only as to 
copyright infringement but also as to other wrongs such as privacy leaks. 

Sponsors: Cornell's Office of Information Technologies, University Computer Policy and 
Law Program, Cornell Law School, Cornell University Library Academic Assembly, 
Information Science, and TRUST. 

LOCATION: Statler, Alice Statler Auditorium 

SPEAKER: Pamela Samuelson, University of California at Berkeley

TOPIC: Copyright and Anti-Circumvention 

WEBSITE: http://www.cit.cornell.edu/ucpl 

ADMISSION: Open to Public, Alumni, Students, Faculty, and Staff. 

CONTACT: 
Janet Jesmer 
255-9980 
jij1@cornell.edu 
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Pamela Samuelson 
 

Professor   

School of Information Management and Systems 

University of California at Berkeley   
102 South Hall   
Berkeley, CA 94720-4600   

Voice: (510) 642-6775   
Fax: (510) 642-5814   
Email: pam@sims.berkeley.edu 

 
 

Pamela Samuelson is a Professor at the University of California at Berkeley with a joint 
appointment in the School of Information Management and Systems and the School of 
Law.  She is also Co-Director of the Berkeley Center for Law and Technology.  Her 
principal area of expertise is intellectual property law. She has written and spoken 
extensively about the challenges that new information technologies are posing for public 
policy and traditional legal regimes and is an advisor for the Samuelson Law, 
Technology and Public Policy Clinic. Since 2002, she has also been an honorary 
professor at the University of Amsterdam. http://www.ivir.nl/index-english.html  

She was the principal organizer of a conference cosponsored by the School of 
Information Management and Systems, Berkeley Center for Law and Technology, and 
the Berkeley Technology Law Journal on the "Law and Technology of Digital Rights 
Management" that was held February 27-March 1, 2003: 
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/institutes/bclt/drm/schedule.html 
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