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University of Cambridge Adopts the Blackboard Academic Suite 
 

Cambridge to Become a Blackboard University Development Partner 
Focusing on e-Research 

WASHINGTON, July 27 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- The Centre for Applied 
Research in Educational Technologies at the University of Cambridge has signed 
a new partnership agreement with Blackboard Inc. (Nasdaq: BBBB). The 
agreement includes the adoption of the Blackboard Academic Suite(TM), 
participation in the Blackboard Learning System .NET beta program, and a 
university development partnership that will initially focus on building-out e-
Research capabilities at the University of Cambridge. 

In licensing the Blackboard Academic Suite, Cambridge will not only benefit from 
the teaching and learning functionality in the Blackboard Learning System, but 
will now also be able to take advantage of the advanced community, knowledge-
sharing and research features provided by the Blackboard Portal System(TM) 
and Blackboard Content System(TM). 

"The University of Cambridge looks forward to working with Blackboard to 
explore the potential of the full Academic Suite on our Campus," said John 
Norman, Director of CARET, University of Cambridge. "We are keen to offer the 
extensive additional features of the Academic Suite and evaluate the capabilities 
of the .NET framework. We have adopted a strategy of working with a leading 
commercial provider and a leading open source project, and will be looking to 
integrate and maximize the flexibility of the combined feature sets under an open 
and supported platform. We also hope to provide a significant value add from the 
community of practice for both solutions, particularly in the area of e-Research 
capabilities." 

In addition to the licensing of the Blackboard Academic Suite, Cambridge has 
also become one of Blackboard's university development partners joining the 
beta program for the Blackboard Learning System to be built on Microsoft's .NET 
framework. As a university development partner, Cambridge will help guide the 
creation and development of future Blackboard products, primarily in the area of 
e-Research. The Blackboard .NET Beta program provides Cambridge and other 
leading institutions the opportunity to work with Blackboard to easily integrate 
and extend the Blackboard Academic Suite with custom applications and 
learning tools. For example, using both Blackboard Building Blocks technology 
and Microsoft .NET, Cambridge will explore workflow driven peer-to-peer 
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collaborative learning applications and complex group assignments such as 
those demanded by the Clinical School. 

"We are thrilled to be working with Cambridge on a number of fronts," said 
Andrew Rosen, President of Blackboard's international business. "We are most 
excited about the opportunity to further our e-Research initiatives. Blackboard 
has a proven record of developing industry leading technologies that positively 
influence learning and community worldwide. Adding Cambridge University as 
one of Blackboard's education and technology partners will help extend our 
product capabilities for the benefit of all of our clients." 

About Blackboard Inc. 

Blackboard is a leading provider of enterprise software and services to the 
education industry. The Company's product line consists of five software 
applications bundled in two suites, the Blackboard Academic Suite(TM) and the 
Blackboard Commerce Suite(TM). Blackboard's clients include colleges, 
universities, schools and other education providers, as well as textbook 
publishers and student-focused merchants that serve education providers and 
their students. Blackboard is headquartered in Washington, D.C., with offices and 
staff in North America, Europe and Asia. 

About the University of Cambridge 

The University of Cambridge is one of the oldest universities in the world, and 
one of the largest in the United Kingdom. It has a worldwide reputation for 
outstanding academic achievement and the high quality of research undertaken 
in a wide range of science and arts subjects. The University pioneers work in the 
understanding of disease, the creation of new materials, advances in 
telecommunications and research into the origins of the universe. It trains 
doctors, vets, architects, engineers and teachers. At all levels about half of the 
students at Cambridge study arts and humanities subjects, many of whom have 
gone on to become prominent figures in the arts, print and broadcast media. The 
University's achievements in the sciences can be measured by the sixty or more 
Nobel Prizes awarded to its members over the years. 

Any statements in this press release about future expectations, plans and 
prospects for Blackboard and other statements containing the words "believes," 
"anticipates," "plans," "expects," "will," and similar expressions, constitute 
forward-looking statements within the meaning of The Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Actual results may differ materially from those 
indicated by such forward-looking statements as a result of various important 
factors, including the factors discussed in our Registration Statement filed on 
Form S-1 with the SEC. In addition, the forward-looking statements included in 
this press release represent the Company's views as of July 27, 2004. The 
Company anticipates that subsequent events and developments will cause the 
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Company's views to change. However, while the Company may elect to update 
these forward-looking statements at some point in the future, the Company 
specifically disclaims any obligation to do so. These forward-looking statements 
should not be relied upon as representing the Company's views as of any date 
subsequent to July 27, 2004. 

SOURCE  Blackboard Inc. 
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